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Introduction

Looking back in history, oysters and shellfish has always 
been part of the danish food tradition. Today we might 
mostly know the food as an element for finer dining, but 
archaeological find shows that even back in the stone 
age the nutritious shell was an important part of the diet. 
Over the past years the government has decided to sup-
port production of oyster farming to ensure a sustainable 
and beneficial harvest in the danish waters (Udenrig-
sministeriet, 2019). The nutritious clam is not only good 
for the diet but also has a very positive influence on the 
environment, and therefore has a potential for growth to 
ensure a more sustainable food production in the future.

Growing up on the small peninsula Gjøl by Limfjorden, I 
see how the fjord is a very big part of the local’s identity. 
The history of the fishermen from the area providing the 
whole area with fish, is something the locals would proud-
ly tell about. Actually, the famous book by Hans Kirk; 
The fishermen, from 1928 is written at this exact place 
which is rooted deep into the locals this day today still. 
Unfortunately, a lot of these smaller communities has 
lost its origin purpose and identity and struggle to at-
tract people to come see the area. I therefore intend 
to combine the focus of production of sustainable lo-
cal rooted food with a focus on promoting the area 
for tourists to help frame the area’s unique and rich 
nature and to show and share knowledge on how to 
put the oyster back on the dining table for everyone.

Photo 2. From the film adaptation of The Fishermen in 1977. 
The fishermen on Limfjorden. 
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Project Statement
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Why Oysters?

Nord-Ostron is an innovation project within EU’s Interreg pro-
gram that ran from 2007 - 2013 to strengthen the Scandina-
vian collaboration within research and business community of 
the marine sector with a special focus on increased produc-
tion and breeding of oysters. The program aims to promote 
knowledge about this sustainable food that is also shown re-
sourceful in improvement of water conditions because of its 
filtering properties and therefore has a positive environmental 
effect. (Gøteborg Universitet, 2012). The project is still used 
as a leading statement for the development within this field.

To ensure a growing market Nord-Ostron made a list of build-
ing stones to aim for during the process. Among them we find:

Increased focus on research and development 
operation, including the field of hatching and 
breeding.

Focus on the domestic market through sale on 
a local plan as a starting point.

Increased focus on interest and knowledge 
about oysters, for example events that focus 
on the food experience / food culture within 
the field of oysters.

My project will develop through theese three main statements 
as a frame for the project of creating an oyster farm to set fo-
cus on local production as part of outlying denmark tourism.

Photo 3. Oyster picking in Limfjorden.
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How Oysters can make Limfjorden 
home for gastrotourists  

In 2018, a group of smaller cities along 
Limfjorden created the movement “En-
joy Limfjorden”. The goal is to make shell-
fish the fundament for an increased tourist 
number in the area with focus on the rich 
food experiences and the unique nature. 
The movement speak into a trend of increased 
interest in gastronomical experiences and a 
general interest in a sustainable food market. 
My project aims to create the frames for be-
ing part of this movement. I intend to create 
a setting where people can come learn and 
take part of the farming as well as try how 
to cook and serve oysters in various ways. 
The goal is to share knowledge and educate 
about how the oyster can be a bigger part of 
our everyday diet. Overall I intend to create  
a space that people visit on their trip to the 
area of Limfjorden for a day of experiments, 
togetherness and a rich nature experience. 
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Photo 4. Limfjordsoysters served as a nugget,  By Venø Fish Farm.
Photo 5. Limfjordsoyster served raw.
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Research Question 

How can an oyster farm create the settings of an in-
creased focus of the oyster as a sustianable food and 
help create more tourism in the area of Limfjorden?

Oysters

knowledge sharing and 
education

Support of smaller 
communities through 
tourism

Sustainable food pro-
duction

1

2

3

Figure 1. Concept drawing.
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Limfjorden, Nordjylland, Denmark

Figure 3..Location of Oyster farm in Denmark

Why Limfjorden has the world’s 
best OystersAalborg

Løgstør
Thisted

Nykøbing 
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Thyborøn

skive

Figure 2. Location of the Oyster farm in Limfjorden 

Oyster Farm

When people think of oyster picking in Den-
mark, they probably picture the Wadden Sea by 
the west coast of Jylland. What you find here is 
the Mediterranean Oyster which is invasive and 
therefore has taken over the area. In Limfjorden 
the water conditions are different and therefore 
has very favourable conditions for what many 
people call the World’s Best Oyster (Hansen, 
Honest Cooking) – The European Oyster, also 
called Limfjords Oyster since its only found here. 
Because of the cold climate in Denmark the 
oyster has slow growth conditions and there-
fore ensure a more concentrated flavour, that is 
described as very salty and more firm than most 
other oysters. The potential of this oyster to re-
place some of our meat consumption is there-
fore relevant to take into consideration. No mat-
ter what, the oyster’s potential for being a bigger 
part of our diet, is yet unredeemed and seem 
like a good fundament for creating bigger focus 
on local produced sustainable food sources. 
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In the north of Jylland, on the northern side of Lim-
fjorden, a small village called Gjøl is quietly located. 
Among forest and inlet, sunflower fields and wheat 
fields, bird sanctuary and Apiary, a small oyster 
farm is spotted in the meeting between them all. 
Facing the early winter sun, reflected in the waves, 
gentle hitting small boats tipping from side to side.
The scent of salt and seaweed is slowly passing 
the nose and remind you of the life lived here, by 
the inlet, as it has always been for the fishermen.
The sound of class clinking is met with birds chirp-
ing in the back and followed of laughter in the dis-
tance. As getting closer to the farm, a scent of grill 
and a light smoke spreads and melt with the salty 
water hanging in the air. The cool air is tucking the 
cheeks gently and is felt all the way down the lungs. 
Inside, a small fireplace is lit up, and the nicely set 
table appears around the corner. Bottles of wine, 
candles and various settings of oysters appear on 
the table. People are gathering to enjoy the effort 
they have put them self through during the day 
on the water and in the kitchen. The heat spreads 
through the body and the sound of the fireplace 
crackling in the background melt with the scent 
of the wine and food. The oyster is now served.   

Gjøl
home of Fishermen - the new story
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Gjøl
home of Fishermen - the new story

Figure. Map of Gjøl, 1:20.000
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Project Framing

4

Who are going to visit?

School classes

The gastro tourist

The nature enthusiast

The family trip

The tourist interested in gastronomy and 
food in general is coming to the farm to 
experince the origin of the oyster and get 
more knowdlegde on cooking with oysters.

Since the area is already known among 
bird enthusiasts because of its sanctuary, 
they would come by the farm to have an 
oyster lunch as part of their weekend trip 
to the area. 

As part of the education program, 
the farm could occasionaly invite in 
school classes to teach about the 
interesting life of the oyster and learn 
them to pick themselves.
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The project intends to create facilities ad-
dressed to both the tourists interested in the 
gastronomical world as well as the farming and 
production of sustainable food, whether from 
Denmark or around the world, but also to the 
more professionals or school classes wanting 
to learn more about the oyster and its potential.
The place intend to be the place you go to; 
to learn and experiment with the oyster as part 
of the dinner table. You come here to cook, eat 
and gather with other people. You come here to 
have a rich day of a nature authentic experience. 
You come here to have a nice day of impressions 
whether on the water picking oysters or in the 
kitchen cooking with friends for a shared dinner.

The Cheff
Since the Limfjordsoyster is among the 
best in the world, it is a preferred oyster at 
many finer restaurants. Chefs could come 
to the farm to experince where it has grown 
to tell the authentic story at the restaurant.

Families come visit to the farm to do 
something together that fit almost all ages. 
Going into the water picking them together, 
whereafter having a calm cooking sission 
together inside in the heat by the fireplace. 

Visitors

1918



How will we produce?

What to build?

The oyster farm as a production unite is a quite 
new phenomena in Denmark. Since the oysters 
live free in the waters its more about setting out 
the right facilities to collect the oysters. This can 
be done by simply walking out picking them up by 
hand, but for bigger harvests, a boat, divers and 
special-made trays for the purpose is needed. 
However, there is a need of breeding more oysters 
to ensure a future growing population and a possi-
ble development of the whole production. This will 
not be a part of my actually design proposal but is 
considered part of a growth potential for my program 
and therefore taken into the phase of infrastructure.

My design will focus on the facilities in where 
the guest come visit the farm. This will most 
likely include entrance, changing room, cook-
ing / eating facilities, auditorium, restaurant, 
outdoor facilities for access to boats or / and 
bridges connecting to the oyster picking, and 
places to clean, prepare and pack oysters. 

Photo 6. Oyster Farm by Sean Guale, 2010, UK
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Building with shells is not a new concept, how-
ever it is not so very common. Back in the 16th 
century in Florida, a coastal building materi-
al made of of lime, sand, oyster shell and water 
appeared. This product is called Tabby and has 
been used as an alternative for concrete all over 
the world in areas with a high density and ac-
cess to oysters (Sheehan & Sickels-Taves, 2002). 
An example of recycled oyster shells as 
part of being a building material is seen in 
the newly won competition project by Jessi-
ca Spresser(SPRESSER) and Peter Besley of 
the Sydney pier pavilion. Here the oyster ma-
terial is used for a huge amount of coloumns 
creating the main principal of the building. 
In my project in intend to experiment with produc-
tion of a material made of recycled oysters shells 
as a significant part of my design proposal. In col-
laboration with Venø fish farm I will set focus on 
how recycled oyster shells can be part of creat-
ing sustainable building materials for the future.  

Photo 7. Sydney Harbour Pavillion made of recycled 
oyster shells, by SPRESSER and Peter Besley, Australia

Building with shells

4

Pr
oj
ec
t 
Fr
am
in
g

2322



UN sustainable 
development goals

Through my project I will work actively with 
the UN sustainable development goals. I in-
tend to go into the topics of 8. Decent work 
and economic growth, 9 Industry, Innovation 
and Infrastructure, 11. Sustainable cities and 
communities, 12. Responsible consump-
tion and production, 15. Life below water. 

My project is going to focus on the sustaina-
ble food production and consumption that will 
also benefit the water conditions of Limfjorden 
through the oysters ability to help filtrate the 
water. Also I intend to reuse oyster shells 
as part of the design and building material. 
Part of the idea is to attract more tourists to 
the area as part of a knowledge sharing 
program and thereby help the local com-
munity to maintain or re-establish their rel-
evance. Hopefully this can help the area 
secure future jobs for the locals as well as 
the wealth of the area and its rich nature. 
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Photo 8. UN sustainable development goals



Research

As part of my research process I will do 
anthropological studies through qualita-
tive interview with existing oyster farm-
ers in the area as well as the locals on Gjøl 
to investigate into the history of the area 
and the visions for further development.
I will collect my findings of anthropologi-
cal interviews, material and flora registra-
tion, building tradition and the landscape 
of the area throughout seasons in an Atlas.
I will look at references globally to understand 
the operation and needs of an oyster farm.

Design

I will work in various scales, starting with 
the context to understand the infrastruc-
ture  between the oysters in the waters 
to where on land the facilities will take 
place. After this I will go more into build-
ing scale, spatial scale and tectonic scale 
to show materiality and detail of the design. 
I will work in both model and sketches, both 
as a process tool as well as for presentation.
I will investigate and experiment with oys-
ter shells as a repurposed building ma-
terial as an active part of my final design.

Methods and Techniques
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Context model reference,
Architectural studio PWFERRETTO,  pottery museum, South Korea

2726



Formalities
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Deliverables
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Deliverables for crit#1: 

Program

Deliverables for crti#2 

Context drawing showing infrastructure.
Atlas of the area collecting photos etc.
Diagram of function of the building.
Sketch proposals of the building 
Sketch models of the building

Deliverables for crit#3

Context model.
Refined sketch proposals of the building.
Sketch proposals of significant spatial ele-
ments. 
Sketch models of building. 
Material experiment with shells as a building 
material.
Sketch proposal of significant tectonic detail.

Deliverables exam:

Program
Atlas
Context mapping

Proposal for building situated in the land-
scape. 
Populated section and plan of building. 1:50 
or 1:100.
Facade drawings showing materiality 
Drawing of significant tectonic detail 1:10 or 
1:20

Visualisation of significant spatial element.

Sketch models (process)
Site model showing building in context.
Presentation model 1:50 of a significant part 
of the building. 
1:1 model experiment of shells as a building 
material.
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Formalities
Presentation plan
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Program
Atlas
Context mapping

Proposal for building situated in the land-
scape. 
Populated section and plan of building. 1:50 
or 1:100.
Facade drawings showing materiality 
Drawing of significant tectonic detail 1:10 or 
1:20

Visualisation of significant spatial element.

Sketch models (process)
Site model showing building in context.
Presentation model 1:50 of a significant part 
of the building. 
1:1 model experiment of shells as a building 
material.

Context mappingAtlasProgram

Building in landscape

Building in landscape

Populated section

Populated plan

Facade

Facade

Tectonic detailVisualisation

Visualisation

1:50 model

1:1 model

Context model Sketch models



Formalities
Timetable

week 6 (2)
8 - 14 feb

week 5 (1)
1 - 7 feb

week 7 (3)
15 - 21 feb

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend

week 8 (4)
22 - 28 feb

week 9 (5)
1 - 7 marts

week 10 (6)
9 - 14 marts

week 11 (7)
15 - 21 marts

week 12 (8)
22 - 28 marts

week 13 (9)
29 marts  - 
4 april

week 14 (10)
5 - 11 april

week 15 (11)
12 - 18 april

week 16 (12)
19 - 25 april

Send program draft to Scarlett.

Make timetable.
Make presentationplan.

Hand in final program Crit #1TUTORING.

Thesis catalyst boot camp Thesis catalyst boot camp Thesis catalyst boot camp

Crit #2 Crit #2

Lecture Series "The Complex Interior": 
Pierre D'avoine

Lecture Series "The Complex Interi-
or": Alison J. Clarke

9-13: Optional verbal presentation 
workshop with actress Natasja Arcel: 
Communal workshop

Lecture Series "The Complex Interi-
or" Elli Mosayebi

TUTORING.

TUTORING.

(easter holiday) (easter holiday) (easter holiday) (easter holiday) (easter holiday)

TUTORING.

TUTORING.

TUTORING.

TUTORING.

TUTORING.

TUTORING.

Gjøl. Atlas collection. photos etc 
from the area.
Materiality, atmosphere research.
+ drawing on site.

Put in specific drawing ref-
erences that I want to do as 
part of the schedule. make 
bilag her i følgende sider...

Program writing. Program writing.
Prepare crit#1 presentation.

Crit#2
Context drawing showing 
infrastructure.
Atlas of the area collecting 
photos etc.
Diagram of function of the 
building.
Sketch proposals of the build-
ing 
Sketch models of the building

Gjøl. Atlas collection. Interview with 
locals etc. anthropological research.

Visit Venø oyster farm. Collect and produce Atlas. 

Wrap up on workshop.

Sketching + model sketching of 
building

Sketching + model sketching of 
building

Crit#3
Context model.
Refined sketch proposals of 
the building.
Sketch proposals of signifi-
cant spatial elements. 
Sketch models of building. 
Material experiment with 
shells as a building material.
Sketch proposal of significant 
tectonic detail.

Context model
Context model Context model

Material experiment Material experiment

prepare for crit #2

Work on Atlas.

Sketching + model sketching of 
building

Material experiment

Sketch proposals of significant spa-
tial elements. 

Sketch proposals of significant spa-
tial elements. 

Sketch proposals of significant spa-
tial elements. 

facade facade

Context model

Context model

Context model

Context model Context model

Program writing.

Program writing.
Program writing. Program writing. Program writing.

Wrap up on crit#1

Drawings of first iteration. plans + 
section

Drawings of first iteration. plans + 
section

Drawings of first iteration. plans + 
section

Drawings of first iteration. plans + 
sectionDrawings of first iteration. plans + 

section

Work on Atlas.
Work on Atlas. Context drawing showing infrastruc-

ture.
Context drawing showing infrastruc-
ture.

Work on Atlas.

Sketching + model sketching of 
buildingSketching + model sketching of 

building

Diagram in section evt
Diagram in section evt

Material experiment Material experiment

Context model Context model

Timetable

week 18 (14)
3 - 9 maj

week 17 (13)
26 april - 
2 maj

week 19 (15)
10 - 16 maj

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend

week 20 (16)
17 - 23 maj

week 21 (17)
24 - 30 maj

week 22 (18)
31 maj - 
6 juni

week 23 (19)
7  - 13 juni

Optional verbal presentation work-
shop with actress Natasja Arcel: Indi-
vidual 1 hour session #1

Crit #3 Crit #3

Lecture Series "The complex Interi-
or": Lois Weinthal

Submission by 12 AM latest for any 
written material. Voluntary submis-
sion of project for examination no 
later than 12 AM at latest. (form will 
be announced 

Optional verbal presentation work-
shop with actress Natasja Arcel : 
Individual 1 hour session #2

Examweek Examweek Examweek Examweek Examweek

(public holiday) (public holiday)

(public holiday)

TUTORING.

TUTORING.

TUTORING.

Tectonic detail
Tectonic detail

Presentation model 1:50 of a signifi-
cant part of the building. 

Presentation model 1:50 of a signifi-
cant part of the building. 

Presentation model 1:50 of a signifi-
cant part of the building. 

Presentation model 1:50 of a signifi-
cant part of the building. 

Presentation model 1:50 of a signifi-
cant part of the building. 

refined drawings
refined drawings

refined drawings

refined drawings

refined drawings

Prepare for crit #3

Program
Atlas
Context mapping

Proposal for building situated in the land-
scape. 
Populated section and plan of building. 1:50 
or 1:100.
Facade drawings showing materiality 
Drawing of significant tectonic detail 1:10 or 
1:20

Visualisation of significant spatial element.

Sketch models (process)
Site model showing building in context.
Presentation model 1:50 of a significant part 
of the building. 
1:1 model experiment of shells as a building 
material.

Facade facade facade
refined drawings refined drawings

PRINTPRINT

Visualisation

Visualisation Visualisation Visualisation

Schedule
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